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RENEWALS 


We would like to remind our 
“charter subscribers” that with this 
issue their first Between the Lines 
subscription expires. It will mean 
much to our subscription department 
if you will mail in your renewal dol- 
lar promptly. Many have already 
renewed their subscriptions in ad- 
vance. Send us yours without further 
notice. 

Also, don’t forget that an extra 
dollar will furnish some relative or 
friend with this unique information 
service for a whole year. They will 
be grateful to you—and so will we! 











Message to the Churches 


We have reported to you before of a 
new trend among labor organizations and 
union leaders to give special interest to the 
churches, especially in the powerful labor 
press. This is of great significance and we 
are afraid the trend is being quite generally 
ignored by the church press and church 
leaders. The churches for years have com- 
plained that labor ignored the church. Now 
the laboring groups, which have become 
powerful in America, are making distinct 
overtures to the churches, and the church, 
through preoccupation and _ oversight, is 
ignoring them. If this oversight continues 
it will be a costly omission. 

We reprint below a plea to the churches 
by Philip Murray, CIO president and the 
most powerful figure in the ranks of the 
millions in America who toil. It has ap- 
peared conspicuously in the labor press. 
Read it carefully—see to it your pastor and 
other pastors read it. Mr. Murray says: 

“If, instead of being swayed by the things 
many anti-union elements say about the CIO, 
we seek to understand the fundamental 
principles of this great American labor or- 
ganization, I am sure that the Christian 
churches of this country will find much in 
common between the CIO and their own 
— endeavors. 

The CIO was born out of the necessity 
of bringing to the millions and millions in 
industry the benefits of unionism and col- 
lective bargaining. Its philosophy runs 
simply to this fundamental need: To im- 
prove the status of the family life, thereby 
of necessity improving the status of this 
nation. Certainly no right-thinking person 
can find fault with that. 

“Members of the CIO comprise a cross- 
section of the people—all primarily concern- 
ed with the things which concern every 
other section of our population. We are 
neither all saints nor all sinners. We are 
just about the same as other people. 

“T believe the Christian churches of this 
nation owe it to themselves and to their 
mission in life to study the CIO impartially 
and without passion. In many sections of 
the country we have had splendid support 
in our endeavors from both Protestant and 
Catholic churches after they once under- 
stood what we were trying to do. 


(Continued on next page) 


Forecasts and Perspectives 


THE PICTURE OF TOMORROW? © Here are several things the American pub- 
lic is not being told that are of eviormous importance in post war developments. The 
endless feuds and quarrels between European nations, which have sabotaged every effort 
at European peace in the past, are beginning to break out again even above the noise of 
the current conflict. 


RUMANIA AND HUNGARY are on the brink of bitter outbreaks over parcels of 
ground they have been snatching from each other for centuries. 


YUGOSLAVIA is already being torn by civil war between two factions: one group 
headed by Mikhailovitch, representing the aristocrats and rich landowners of Yugoslavia, 
is being secretly supported and financed by British interests; the other faction, represent- 
ing the peasants and workers, is being backed by Moscow. These facts are well known 
in Washington diplomatic circles. 


FRANCE A tterrific struggle for power is going on underground in France be- 
tween the conservatives and the French industrial aristocracy against the well-organized 
communist-led and Moscow-backed workers groups. The conservatives are represented 
outside of France by the de Gaulle movement which has British backing to the extent 
that, when our government used Darlan, and now Giraud, for cooperation in North 
Africa, even censorship could not smother the big blowup which occurred in London. 

POLAND Polish patriots are as afraid of Russia as they have been of the Nazis, 
for Russia is using its diplomatic power right now to block any coalition between Po- 
land, Czechoslovakia and other Central European powers that might unite for self- 
defense against Russia threats. 

ITALY AND THE BALKANS _ The Balkan leaders have made it very clear 
that when the Nazi new order break-up comes, they intend to get vengeance on Italy 
for her part in the Nazi plundering of the Balkans. 

RUSSIA has already notified both London and Washington that she does not want 
any more decisions made in North Africa without Moscow’s being consulted. Fe song all, 

rica and 


England and America combined are only fighting about 300,000 Nazis in 
not more than 200,000 Japanese in the Solomons, New Guinea and Burma, while Russia 
has faced four million or more Nazis for nearly two years. 

; So you see, some day we'll discover how immature all the talk is we’ve been hear- 
ing from Washington about how we’re going to smooth things out everywhere. We 


advise you to count on one thing for sure: There will be bigger problems to face 
when the war is over than when it began. In 1939 we faced a powerful Germany of 
seventy million people making demands we found unacceptable. When it is over, we'll 
find a prostrate, disorganized Europe, split clear through with a tremendous struggle 
between the surviving aristocrats and industrial cliques, backed by British interests, 
trying to prevent socialist and communist groups, supported by Russia, from seizing 
power. 

This is not to say the picture is hopeless. But these are the forces that are already 
working beneath the surface which will make the problem of peace a difficult one. 

Outside of Europe there will be 200,000,000 Russians powerful and victorious, 
shoulder to shoulder with an aroused, thoroughly dissatisfied China, both of them quiet- 
ly but ominously pledging their strength to liberation from western imperialism of 
Asiatic peoples everywhere. 

With what immeasurable stupidity have Anglo-American propagandists led our 
people to think that the workers’ government of Russia has been fighting to protect an 
Englishman’s right to pay 8¢ a day to laborers in Malaya mines and collect 9% on 
Indian investments, or American corporations’ program to sell cheap tobacco and oil 
at exorbitant profits with a gunboat down the river to make the sale stick! 

Or, on America’s part, is it a magnificent hoax? We have been linking forces on 
one hand closely with imperialism to gain strength against a common foe. But is our 
government, which has been so very liberal and anti-imperialistic domestically, (for 
instance, the administration’s negro and labor policy,) quietly laying plans gently to 
desert the old ship of imperialism, to leave it to flounder in its own backwash when 
the war is over while we strike out to match strokes with a socialistic Russia, expanding 
the New Deal to a worldwide program that would fit closely with Russia’s pattern of 
international socialism and the liberation of the world proletariat. 

There has been no breath of this released from official quarters in \Vashington of 
which ‘we know, but we want to pass on to our readers the fact that there are indica- 
tions that this vast concept may be the blueprint of our government’s postwar inter- 
national policy. 

If it happens, violent reforms will have to sweep the British Empire to save Eng- 
land’s economic structure. The quarrelling European states will also experience vast 
revolutionary upheavals that will shake off the last vestiges of old artistocratic con- 
trols. Certainly the Christian mind could not look upon such a canvas without great 
concern. The future of institutional Christianity will be at stake. The chances at 
present are very strong that not enough of our institutional Christian leadership will 
be sufficiently awake to the trends to prevent considerable damage to the Christian 
position. 
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Report from Paris 


Reports received through the channels of the uncensored W orld- 
over Press reveal the tragic conditions which exist in France. The 
increasing difficulty of getting food is not eased by the system of 
distribution. At the great Paris market the Germans get first 
choice, then come the police, after which come the hospitals, the 
schools, the wholesale houses, and finally the shops of the district. 
When they have all helped themselves, the general public has a 
chance to pick over the scraps that are left. 

Jews wearing a yellow star are seen infrequently on the streets. 
They are mostly old people, women and children. The rest are in 
camps. The yellow badge was officially given to 60,000 Jews in 
Paris and the suburbs. It used to be said there were approxim- 
ately 400,000 Jews in all of France but, in the window of a Student 
Fascist organization, the “danger” of 1,200,000 Jews is pictured. 
The ‘slogan of this organization is “Do you want to die Jews or 
live French?” 

In the subways, without any official order having been given, 
the employees have already been told to keep the Jews out of the 
first-class cars and to “advise” them to take the rear car. 

There are an unaccustomed number of regional insignia on lapels. 
It is a manner of expressing solidarity among the non-Jews. The 
wearing of the yellow star by non-Jews to show sympathy is severely 
punished. One girl of seventeen, a student, was given six months 
in prison for the offense. 

Prices are climbing slowly but steadily upward, despite laws, con- 
trollers, tribunals. There is a general flight from money. People 
buy anything they can find. There are no dealings to speak of on 
the Stock Exchange because no one wants to sell. The few build- 
ings which are sold through necessity find buyers at exorbitant prices, 
even with an annual revenue of one percent or even less. Bicycles, 
tables, books, postage stamps, clothes, everything is bought eagerly 
at fantastic prices on the black market. 

The Vichy government appealed to the armistice commission 
several times for a reduction in the indemnity paid to the Germans 
for the costs of occupation. With this indemnity the army of the 
enemy and its satellite organizations are pumping the substance out 
of the country. Goods are disappearing, leaving behind only paper 
money, French and German. Purchases exceed the indemnity, which 
itself exceeds the actual costs of the occupation by a large margin. 

Redistribution of wealth goes on at a dizzy pace. Industries 
working for the Nazis—the government reckons that they are doing 
eighty to ninety percent of the total production—are making millions. 
Whenever they run short of raw materials they buy it on the black 
market at high prices. For the black market is not entirely a matter 
of surreptitious exchange under the counter of back-alley stores. 
All big industries and big and little businesses make use of it. The 
invoice for the sale is made out at the official price, but there is a 
“complement” of as much as five to fifteen times the legal price. 
And industrialists do everything they can, legal or illegal, to convert 
their stacks of paper money into real values. All negotiations are 
for cash, and it is a common sight to see a broker with his pockets 
bulging with rolls of bills. 

Factories which are not working for the Nazis are either closed 
or are barely limping along. They lack raw materials, power and 
skilled labor which prefers the high wages in the “export” industries. 
This natural process has been hastened by the Germans, who order 
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the closing of factories to economize on materials, or because of 
alleged bad workmanship, or because of the danger of English bomb- 
ing. In many cases they have tried to move the factories to Ger- 
many. The Paris press carries many articles dealing with the “con- 
centration” of European industry. The conclusion always is: Close 
French factories of small and medium size, move some of them to 
Germany, work the big ones to the limit. The closed industries 
would receive indemnities, the French owners becoming renters— 
of the Germans. 


American Civil Disobedience 


There is considerable talk among some negro groups in America, 
organized under what they call the National Negro March on Wash- 
ington Movement, to start a widespread “civil disobedience” program 
to fight Jim Crow laws. Mr. A. Philip Randolph, director of the 
movement, said that the members ‘were considering a broad national 
program of non-violent civil disobedience and non co-operation. Such 
a program would be based on Gandhi’s policies in India, and would 
include refusal of negroes to obey any law violating their basic 
human, moral and citizenship rights. 

Under the plan, negroes would be urged to boycott Jim Crow 
cars in the South, to use regular waiting rooms instead of those set 
apart especially for the use of colored persons, and to eat in all 
restaurants where citizens normally eat. 

The “March on Washington Movement” believes that no citizen 
is required to obey an unjust law although they insist that any civil 
disobedience of this kind should be carried out in an orderly, peace- 
ful and quiet manner without strife or violence. 


The Chinese Viewpoint 

Six months ago we reported to you that the Chinese officials, 
both in Washington and Chungking, were becoming disturbed and 
irritated at the way Chinese interests are being ignored by the United 
Nations leaders. Information of this situation was generally sup- 
pressed until recently it flamed up and the papers began carrying 
intimations that all was not well in Chinese-United Nations relations. 
This final flare up was touched off by the sudden realization in Wash- 
ington that United Nations snubs might weaken Chiang Kai Shek’s 
position, for although we never hear of it here, Chiang has plenty 
of enemies in China. 

It has also become known that Stalin has been giving indications 
of a renewed interest in the strong communist movement in China 
which Chiang Kai Shek has never been able completely to put down 
or control. 

The hush-hush has been on Madame Chiang’s visit to America 
but it is understood that she has strong words to say about the 
western powers fighting for their prestige and trade privileges rather 
than throwing their weight behind China for a complete cleanup of 
Asia. Such a cleanup will have to be done through China if it is 
ever done at all. 

Of course Madame Chiang has the goods, for twice big fanfare 
has been made of the western powers’ ‘willingness to surrender ex- 
ploitation privileges in China (extraterritoriality) and each time a 
postscript has been added by London saying we intend to keep a 
arib on Hong Kong, the most important example of extraterritoriality 
there 1s. 

What we have heard from sources near the Chinese embassy on 
that would not be wise to print! 





